To the

European Parliament

Rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60
1047 Brussels

Belgium

European Commission
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 170
1049 Brussels

Belgium

Council of the European Union
Justice and Home Affairs

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 175
1048 Brussels

Belgium

April 28", 2014

Open Letter for a humane asylum system based on solidarity

Dear President of the European Parliament Martin Schulz,

dear President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso,

dear members of the Justice and Home Affairs Council,

dear members of the European Parliament, dear members of the European Commission,

considering the fact that thousands of refugees died at the external frontier of the EU during
the past years it is clear that a change is needed. The tragedy of Lampedusa, where a single
shipwreck led to the death of more than 300 refugees, is representative for all human
tragedies that are caused largely by the policy of fortification promoted by the European
Union.

Witness statements in some case indicate not only that the death of people is accepted but
also that assistance is selectively neglected or even inhibited. There is an increasing number
of reports about push-back-operations, which are unacceptable from a humanitarian
perspective, where refugees are forced to highly risky manoeuvres without getting the
chance to apply for asylum.



Refugees who managed to make it to Europe often have to face discrimination, interminable
procedures and inhuman treatment. The Dublin Regulation turned the deportation of
refugees into a current method. The non-existing standardization of the European Asylum
Policy leads to different minimum standards in the individual Member States. Refugees do
not have the freedom of choice regarding the decision, in which European Country they want
to have their regular residence. Nevertheless they try to reach the interior European
Countries running the risk of deportation, detention and police arbitrariness.

We, a broad alliance of NGOs from different European Member States, call upon the
European Commission, the European Parliament and the Justice and Home Affairs Council,
the implementation of actions related to the rescue of human lives and to establish a humane
asylum system based on solidarity.

1. We claim the establishment of legal escape routes to Europe: Refugees must not
risk their lives to make it to Europe and they must not be criminalised when they apply for
asylum.

2. We call for the saving of human lives as the main priority of all border protection
organisations of the EU and the Member States: The massive mortality of refugees
does not have to be legalised or accepted. Refugees are not enemies that have to be
fended off but they are humans searching for life perspectives that need protection.
Border protection organisations have to protect human lives and the rights of refugees.

3. We ask for a humane asylum system based on solidarity and harmonized minimum
standards: Refugees should be guaranteed a human treatment and a non-discriminatory
lawsuit. Equalization payments for countries that with respect to their size, economic
power and social situation receive disproportionately high numbers of refugees can have
a positive influence on the establishment of common minimum standards.

4. We call for the freedom of choice for asylum seekers regarding their decision in
which European Country they want to apply for asylum: The deportation across the
European Union has to be stopped. Humans should have the possibility to live where
they want and where they have points of contact and not where they first reached
Europe.

We, the signing organisations, expect that you, the members of the European Parliament,
the European Commission and the Justice and Home Affairs Council, use all your
possibilities to protect human life, respect human dignity and to enable human future
prospects. Until now these aspects have not been fulfilled. Facing the deaths of so many
people it is time to act.

Sincerely,
the Supporting Organisations of the Open Letter
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